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REPORT. 



Ah extraordinary general meeting of tlie Shareliolders of th© 
Lettcrkenny IlaiLway Conipany was held in the Imperial Hotel, 
Londonderry, on Tnesdaj'^, February 17, 18 03, 3t Twelve 
o'clock. The meeting was called for the porposo of submit ting, 
for tlie consideration of the Shareholders, a report of the 
Directors in regard to a nc^ociation between Uiem and the 
Directors of tlio Lough S willy Eaihvay Company, ami the Bill 
promoted by the Company in tlie ensuing Session of Pmliament- 
J. G. Wood^ Esq., J.P^t Castlegrove^ Depnty- Chairman of the 
Company^ presided, and amongst those present werer — John 
Vandeleur Stewart, Esq., J. P., Rockhill ; Wy brants Olphert, 
Esq., J. P, I Balljconnell ; MnjoL- Humphreys, M ill town : John R. 
Boyd, Esq., J. P., Ballymacool; Captain Patterson, Gortlea ; 
Captain Fenwick, Greenhills; James Thompson Maclcy, Esq., 
J.P., Bellmount, Derrj^; William Haslett, Esq., J.P,, Perry; 
Bartholomew M'Corkell, Esq.. J-R, Derry ; Robert Bamsay, 
Esq., Letterkenny ; John Munn, jun., Esq., Berry: Joseph 
Cooke^ Esq. J Derry ; R, W. Newton, Esq., J. P., Derry ; John 
AlleUj Esq*, Derry ; James Cai-soo, Esq., Derry \ Robert Knox, 
Esq., Derry ; G. A. O'Driscoll, Esq,, Deny ; William Thompson, 
Esq., Derry; John Hughes, Esq., Zy^i'ry, Edmund Murphy, 
Esq-, Dunfannghy; Thomas Chambers, Esq., Derry; Robert 
Alexander, Esq,, DeiTy : Robert Campbell, Esq.^ Derry: John 
Hamilton, Esq., Derry ; and \V, Christie, Esq., Der^}^ Messrs. 
John Storey, Secretary ; Jobn Bower, Acting Engineer, and 
John Doyle, C.E., were also in attendance, 

Mr. Jolm Storey^ Secretary, having read the notice convening 
the meeting, 

Tbe CeAmMAN said — ^Gentlemcn, the notice jost read has told 
you for what pui^ose yon have been brought Jicre to-day, and you 
have ab*eady learned from the report of a meeting of tho 
Company held in October kst, something of the nature of the 
contemplated change in our authorised line of railway. But, 
gentlemen, although at that meet lug your votes could not ha 
legally taken on that subject, yet a discussion was elicited which 
showed us clearly that (with, perhaps, one or two exceptions) tho 
entire of the shareholders were in favour of the contemplated 
change. At that meeting it also was shown that the reason 
which wonld induce us to abandon a portion of our autliorised 
line was the want of funds to complete it. We had already 
exhausted evei^ possible source in our endeavours to obtain funds 
to carry cut the line in its entirety. Under these eircumstances 



we arranged tliat a meet in g ejIiouM be had witli die Directors of 
the Lough S willy Bail way Oompany, with & view towai*ds an 
extension in the direction of that railway— believing that in 
doing so, we not only consulted the wishes of the majority of the 
shareholdei's, but that we slionld by that means gain the support 
of that board and of tliQ Dorry merchants. A meeting was 
accordingly arranged between the Letterkenny Board and the 
Directors of the Lough Swiliy Company in October last^ and it 
was then agreed between us tliat the Lough Swilly Board should 
obtain good parties to write their names for £25,000, on certain 
con si derations J the principal being that we should abandon tho 
portion of onr line betw^een Manorcunningham and Mougavelin, 
and that we should make a deviation from somewhere near the 
former town to join a certain point in the Lough Swilly Line — 
that that deviation should be laid down by a competent engineer, 
and that our solicitor should prepare a deed of contract which 
should be executed by approved of p^uties for JE95,000. This 
occurred in October last, and you are awai^e that an Act of 
Parliament became necessary to sanction the change. You are 
also aware that in order to obtain that Act certain preliminaries 
had to be at once complied with. It was also necessary that an 
accurate survey of the proposed deviation line should be raadcj 
and plans and sections lodged within the month of November- 
Yon will find that all the necessary preliminary work has been 
done, and well done. We could not consult you* gentlemen, 
before this took place, because, as I have already told you, there 
was not a moment to lose in the can7ing out of these prelimi- 
naries. Early in the month of November was the time iixed for 
the execution of the subscription deed for £25,000. But 
November passed, and the deed was not executed. December 
was then appointed for tlie execution of the deed, but the 
deed was not executed in December, A day in Januaiy was nest 
fixed for the execution of the deed, yet Januaiy also passed away^ 
and the deed still remained to be executed. However, gentlemen, 
at the last moment, ihe deed was executed. OL, yon Derrymen, 
are a sad set ; yon were very nearly losing what you consider, 
mid, I believe, is a matter of very great importance to the city of 
Deny. Everytlungyou do, I believo, is done at the last moment- 
200 years ago you shut your Gates at the last moment, and now, 
tine to your old traditions, you sign this deed at the last moment, 
and w^e conic to the relief oi' Derry — (laughter) — and I hope your 
cry will be— '* The Deviation Line, and No Surrender*'' (Hear, 
and laughter.) There is one other course which we might have 
adopted: to abandon the line altogether. If we had done so» 
you would have lost the costs already incurred^ — you would Imvo 
had to pay a penalty to the Government of J£8,000, and the 
county would have lost for many years to come the benefits of 
railway communication. The new line will be practically the 
same lengtli as the old one. The gradients will be better, it will 
bft cheaper and more easily made, and we shall have j£ 35,000 
more to malie it with. (Hear, hear,) Therefore^ gentlemen, we 
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Bhall be in a position to deal more economically with a contractor 
The line will be entirely under, the control of the gentlemen of 
the towns of Londonderry and Letterkenny, and, independent of 
the traffic arrangements of any other line, which Bxe matters of 
very great importance. Gentlemen — the bill and me plans and 
sections are here for your inspection — our engineer is present 
ready to answer any question which you may think it necessary 
to put to him regarding the line — ^and I shall be happy to hear 
any gentleman who may have any motion to make, or any sug- 
gestion to ofFer. 

J. V. Stewart, Esq., said — Mr. Chairman and gentlemen — I 
am anxious to be the first to express an opinion on this matter, 
and to be the person to propose a resolution approving of the 
course which has been adopted by the directors. I am anxious 
to do so, because I believe there is no one in this room who will 
not admit that there was no shareholder more indefatigable and 
more earnest than I was in promoting the original line. (Hear.) 
I promoted it because I believed in my conscience that it was the 
best line for the three counties of Londonderry, Donegal, and 
Tyrone. (Hear.) I am still of the same opinion, and, to-morrow, 
if I could see my way to the completion of the original line, I 
would gladly toil for days and for years to accomplish it. But, 
when I saw that the gentry of the county and of the localities 
that were to be chiefly benefitted by the construction of that 
line, held back and threw the whole of the labour upon others — 
and, by holding back, deprived us, as directors, of the power to 
caiTy it out «t all — I saw that I would be acting the unworthy 
part of the dog in the manger, by saying : — If I cannot get my 
own line, then I will not let you have any line at all. (Hear.) 
I and my nephew w^re the only two shareholders who doubled 
our, stake in the line, and, if others had done the same as we 
did, the original line would have been easily made. But, gentle- 
men, as they did not do this at the time, we were, I say, driven 
to adopt this proposed deviation. Above one-half of the share- 
holders had neglected to pay their second calls. Had these 
calls been paid, it would have enabled the directors, with a degree 
of hope, to incur liabilities ; but, when we saw the very parties 
who were to be principally benefitted, holding back, I say we had 
no other course left us to pursue than that which we have taken. 
In July next your Act would have expired — for in July we should 
have no longer had the power actually to purchase any land — 
and, therefore, in October, we were, as I have said, driven to the 
alternative either to abandon our own line or to adopt the course 
we have done ; and, gentlemen, I have too high an opinion of 
the good sense and public spirit of those whom I address, and of 
the original shareholders in the line, to believe that any material 
number of them will ever give any opposition to the scheme that 
is now proposed. I say that it would be tantamount to depriving 
these three counties I have named of a complete system of rail- 
way Communication for years to come. Is the county of Donegal 






to be the only county in Ireland, I may say, which is not to have 
an exit for its produce ? In England the whole country is cut 
up into a perfect network of railways, so much so, that in the 
spirit of enterprise the people of that country are driven under- 
ground like fbe moles, and are actually constructing underground 
railways. ^Hear, and applause.) Is Donegal, then, to he thrown 
back in the march of •progress for centuries to come ? Is it to 
be the only county in Ireland that is to have no system of rail- 
way communication? Gentlemen,* I see before me some who, 
in the hour of our difficulties, have not come forward to aid us 
and pay their second calls, which, if they had done, I un- 
hesitatingly say, we were advised would have enabled us to carry 
out our original scheme. But, although the hoard of directors 
have been honourably above-board in their dealing, and have 
done everything they could to obtain funds, we would have pre- 
ferred infinitely to abandon the scheme and wind up the affairs 
of the line before we would have been parties to injuring the 
interests of the shareholders behind their backs. (Hear.) Now, 
gentlemen, as to extraneous aid. If you were able to see the 
endless communications that we have had with every channel 
through which we could hope for aid, you would, I believe, see 
that you were only rendering us bare justice by adopting the 
resolution which I have to propose. If the Enniskillen Railway 
Company — ^I mean the new Irish North Western Company — and 
if the Ulster Company, on whose lines the greater share of our 
traffic would have gone — if they had simply come forward and 
offered us £16,000 each, our line would have been completed. 
After keeping us — ^I am now speaking of the Irish North 
Western Company — for two years in negoeiation (I made six 
journeys to them, and there was an endless correspondence) they 
ended after two years — ^knowing that we were then nearly driven 
to the wall by time — and told us that they had no money to give : 
that they would give none ; and, they would not actually enter 
into an arrangement for carrying on the traffic, which, we told 
them, would enable us to raise the money for carrying out the 
line. Gentlemen, I can see no alternative but the one which we 
have adopted. In the deviation we have endeavoured to adopt as 
much of the old line as possible, and to interfere as little as 
possible with the interests of the people who reside on it. It 
was, of course, utterly impossible to please everybody ; but we 
have, endeavoured to steer a course of proceeding resulting in the 
public good with the slightest amount of individual injury. 
And now, gentlemen, I shall close, asking the chairman to put 
this resolution, and I do earnestly beg of you to waive any little 
differences which may exist among any of you — to combine all 
of you in effecting a great public object — to unite in making a 
long pull, a strong pull, and a pull all together, and if all together 
it is sure long to confer on the two counties the benefits of an 
arterial railway, from which ero long I have no doubt there will 
emanate branches forwarding the interests of other parties who 
may now think themselves in some degree the sufferers. , The 




speaker concluded by proposing the following resolution t— 
Eesolved — ** That, Jiaving now heard from the chairman a report 
of the proceedings adopted by the directors, with a view to 
obtain the sanction of Parliament to the Bill now Wore the 
€ommons, authorising a deviation of the Letterkenn^ailway, 
we hereby approve of the steps taken to promote the scheme." 

Major HuMPHBETS, in seconding the resolution, bore testimony 
to the energetic manner in which the directors had exerted 
themselves for the purpose of obtaining funds sufficient to 
complete the original undertaking, before adopting the deviation 
line. 

The motion was put and unanimously adopted. 

William Haslett, Esq., did not know whether it would be 
out of place — (no, no) — in one so little connected with the affairs 
of the company, to trespass upon the kindness of the meeting for 
the purpose of proposing that that meeting give their very best 
tUanks to the directors wbo^ad, under difficulties of no ordinary 
kind, succeeded in obtaining the advantages of a railway com- 
munication between the two towns. It was well known to them 
all that for a long time there had been a strong difference of 
opinion a§ to whefiier the original line or the line contemplated 
to be made by way of Manorcunningham would be the best. A 
majority of the directors (from whom he had differed) were of 
opinion that the first named line would be the most suitable for 
the interests of the community, and had manfully held out for 
. that line. He did not believe tha^there was any gentleman in 
the room who doubted that if Mr. Stewart could have accom- 
plished it the line would have been carried out*. (Hear.) There 
was nothing so difficult where men ha'd formed a strong opinion 
on any subject as to retrace their steps when they find that it is 
impossible to carry out their own views. He hoped that the line 
would be one for the material benefit of the county. It was a 
matter of great imporfance that the county should be opened up, 
and he trusted that this would only be the beginning of such 
efforts. (Applause.) Lord Liflford had shown a good example 
by the formation of the Finn Valley line, and he trusted that 
this second effort would be succeeded by many others for the 
purpose of opening up the county, which contained a mine of 
wealth, requiring only to be opened up by means of railway 
communication. He begged to move that the best thanks of the 
meeting should be given to the Directors for their unceasing 
efforts in the matter. (Applause.) 

James Thompson Mackt, Esq., had much pleasure in seconding 
Mr. Haslett's motion. He himself had some knowledge oi the 
difficulties which are experienced in the formation of a new line, 
and he was sure the directors of the Letterkenny line deserved 
the very best thanks of the meeting. As regarded railway com- 
munication, he hoped Donegal would soon occupy a more 
prominent place among the counties of Ireland. (Hear, hear.) 
The motion was unanimously adopted. 
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The Chairman thanked the meeting for the compliment which 
had just heen paid his brother directors and himself. He thought 
the present the proper time to notice that, although the company 
had n<^rom first to last obtained that assistance from the local 
proprietors which they could have wished, there were some 
exceptions — one in particular he would allude to. (Applause.) 
The original line ran for four or five miles through the lands of 
the Marquis of Abercom, who took such a number of shares as 
would be equivalent to the value of the land required by the 
Company. When, for the reasons which had been explained, it 
had |>een found necessary that a portion of the authorised line 
shofild be abandoned, the noble Marquis, at all times alive to the 
interests of the county, transferred (as he was informed) his 
patronage to the deviation line, though to what amount he was 
not prepared to say. (Applause.) They would all, he was 
satisfied, be glad of an opportunity of paying a tribute of respect 
to that nobleman. (Hear, hear.) i» 

Mr. Ramsay had not intended to say one word, but he thought 
they would be neglecting their duty if they did not express their 
strong sense of the kindness of the Derry people in giving them 
an opportunity of obtaining railway communication, and par- 
ticularly to Mr. M*Cormick, M.P., and the Directors of the 
Lough Swilly line. There was no one who felt more keenly than 
he did the disadvantages they laboured under in not having a 
railway to Letterkenny ; bjit he must confess that he thought a 
better line could have been selected than that which they were 
about to have. He was satisfied that the Engineer — if directed 
to survey for a better line — could do so. It was nlmost a pity 
that there had not been a little more time, and that Mr. Bower 
had not had a fair opportunity of proving which would be the 
better line— a line along the shore, which could be made at a 
sum of money equal to the whole of the capital of the 
Letterkenny line less, or the line as at present projected. He 
thought it was a matter of very great importance that they 
il should get the best possible line that could be made, and he was 

f quite satisfied, knowing the country as he did, that there could 

Jl be a sum of money saved as would be almost equal to tlie 

j' original sum suT[)scribed to the Letterkenny line. A shore line, 

as it was called, would be two miles shorter. It had been called 
a shore-line, he might say, in order to make it appear dis- 
advantageous, but it would come within two or three hundred 
yards of the village of Manorcunningham. He thought the 
affair should be looked into, and he trusted they would see the 
advantage of having a better line surveyed, and a Bill promoted 
in a future Session. He merely thretv out these suggestions^ 
and begged to move that the best thanks of the Shareholders in 
the Letterkenny line be given to the inhabitants of Londonderry, 
to Mr. M'Cormick, M.P., and the Directors of the Lough Swilly 
Railway Company, for coming forward so handsomely to the 
relief of the Letterkenny directors. 
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Mr. William Thompsoni Derry, hoped tlio resolution ^ould 
not be seconded, and that it would fall to the ground, 

Mr. J. V. Stewart thought the resolution would iyiv^l tlie 
effect of putting tlie abai-eholders into an axceasively mlso 
posilion, 

• 

Mr. Ramsay would move that the vote of thsoiks be giv^ to 
the Longh S willy Hallway Cogjpany, who were entitled t<vfho 
vote. As a dying effort on tho prlTof the Letttfrkenny Comply, 
he thought tJiey should ncknflwledga tbet,^ sei'vicea renderei|hy 
the liough S willy Company. '\ ' ^ ^ 

Mr. J, V. Stewart suggostedVhnt Mr, Bower, th^ ongii^r, 
should reply to Mn Ramsay's ohjeqipns. ' ^ 

Mr. Bower said it was tinu that h^^md had a v^ty Ii i i • ntj 
to carry out the work^ hut it was suffidtant, and he iyeh,. 1 \Uikt 
if he had had ten years to lay down tlieSttte he cQiO vo 

improved upon it as at present laid do wn!^ If they . ud 

tlio shore, they would get a lino as long as that no»f pri>iectid, 
and the junction at Farland Point would be very ind^erent. \It 
would be utterly impossible to make su*jh a line as Mr, llwniay 
spoke of. The thing was impracticable and absurd, "the 
Chairman had said that the gradienis on the deviation linojwoitjlld 
be better than those of the original line. He (Mr. BowerJ w<^d 
say that the gradients wore of the same character, lit 
summit level was something like seventy feet lower, It.^voi 
therefore, be a somewhat better mechanical line — that iaito 
it w^ould ha easier worked. The line to be made mJier Mb 
present Act would be practically the same length of Hna&s Rat 
proposed to be made under the other Act. The positioiEpof ^e 
at the debateable land about Pluck was the very best^^ It &n 
through the best and the most populous part of tiie county, pid 
it was tho very best engineering portion of the line, ^steajij of 
very heavy cuttings and deep embankments, they would inly ^ve 
one of tbat character hehmd Leslie Hill. Mr. Bow^ wenjjon 
to show that a shore line would be a worse line than^iat w^eh 
it wa^ intended to make, and that the adopted line i^as the l^st 
line to be joined by extensions or branches— Baphoe, ^r instance, 
could be easily joined to it. He (Mr B.) said, wh^ he got his 
instructions, that he would not .put himself in tBe position of 
being dictated to as to what particular line he Spould survey. 
He said if he were asked to do so he would avow ikin committee. 
He was, therefore, left perfectly independent. In^ed, he entered 
on the work with feelings against the line |ie had chosen, 
inasmuch as he had maintained a hard iight agianst it two years 
belbre. 

Mr. RAMBAt's motion was not secondedj and, of course, fell to 
the gi'ound. 
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Mr. Wood having been moved from the chair, and Mr. Stewart 
having been called thereto, . 

J. B. Boyd, Esq., moved a vote of thanks to the chairman for 
t&e zeal and judgment he had displayed in connexion with the 
Letterkenny Bailway Company, and for his judicious eflforts to 
bring about the amalgamation of the two lines. 

B. W. Newton, Esq., seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Wood, in ri Jly, thanked the meeting, and said that his 
brr^j^er directors shared any praise that might be due to him, as 
th^^had ^ exerted themselves to the best of their ability. 

This closed the proceedings. 

[In addition to shareholders prfsent, the chairman held proxies 
in favour of the amalgamation frdHi forty shareholders, repre- 
senting 405 votes.] 
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